
Dear George Parents/Guardians, Staff, and Students 

Cell phones/smart watches are valuable and important communicative devices in today’s world. However, use of cell 

phones/smart watches during the instructional day seriously impedes and distracts from the academic and social/emotional 

learning process. As a school, we believe that students should be allowed to use cell phones/smartwatches at appropriate 

times, but not during the instructional day on campus or during break/recess.  At George Visual and Performing Arts 

Magnet and Middle School, if your student needs to have a cell phone/smart watch we will require students to have 

their cell phones shut off and put away once they step on to campus until they have left the campus.  There is to be 

no use on campus without administrator permission. 

As stated in our handbook, p 10: 

“Students are discouraged from having cell phones/smart watches at school.  Cell phones/smart watches are a distraction 

to learning.  If students have to have a cell phone/smart watch for emergency use only, it must be turned off and placed in 

their backpack, NOT in a pants or jacket/coat pocket, for the entire school day.  Cell phones/smart watches are for 

extreme emergencies, like in the case of a disaster, not to get homework, lunch money, permission slips, go on social 

media etc.  The school and staff are not responsible for any cell phone/smart watch that is lost, damaged or stolen.  If a 

student feels they need to call home, they may come to the office and ask permission. If a student is seen with a cell 

phone/smart watch without adult permission, for any reason, it will be confiscated and sent to the principal’s office.  

Parents will be required to come to the office to pick it up.  Repeat offenses could result in a student having this privilege 

revoked for the rest of the school year”. 

 

Notes and responsibilities:  

 Students are to turn off cell phones/smart watches (not on vibrate) and keep them out of sight during the 

instructional day. Again, that means once students step on campus, their devices should be turned off and put 

away in their backpacks.  

 Students if your cell phone/smart watch is confiscated, then a parent or guardian over the age of 18 will be 

required to pick up the device in the office. There will be no exceptions.  

 Teachers will review the cell phone/smart watch policy and consequences for cell phone policy violation with all 

their students at the beginning of the year. 

 Administrators will confiscate cell phones if necessary. 

 All staff and students must be consistent with implementation of this policy and the procedures below in order to 

ensure the learning process is not impacted or disrupted by cell phone/smart watch use. 

 These rules may be applied for all electronic devices. 

Your cooperation and support in this matter is appreciated. Your signature below means that you have reviewed 

the Cell Phone/Smart Watch policy and know the expectations at George Visual and Performing Arts Magnet and 

Middle School.   

Student Name:  _____________________________________________  Date:  _______________________  

Parent Name:  ______________________________________________  

Parent  Signature:  __________________________________________ _ Date:  ________________________ 

 

Thank you. 

 

Carol Coburn 

Principal, George VAPA Magnet and Middle School  

2021-2022 


